
 
CUMULATIVE POD FORMULA AND TABLE 

 

 

FORMULA 
 

CUMULATIVE POD =  
 

1 - [ (1 - POD #1)  
 

X (1 - POD #2)  
 

X (1 - POD #3)...] 
 
 

 
EXAMPLE: 

 
SWEEP #1 

(HELICOPTER) 

 
SWEEP #2  

(DOG TEAM) 

 
SWEEP #3 

(GROUND TEAM) 

 
 

 
 

 
20% POD = 0.2 

 
50% POD = 0.5 

 
60% POD = 0.6 

 
 

 
CUMULATIVE POD = 

 
1 - [ (1 - 0.2) X (1 - 0.5) X (1 - 0.6) ] 

 
= 

 
1 - [ 0.8 X 0.5 X 0.4 ] 

 
= 

 
1 - 0.16 

 
= 

 
0.84 

 
CUMULATIVE POD = 

 
0.84 X 100 = 84% (FOR ALL SWEEPS) 

 

 
CUMULATIVE POD TABLE 

 
POD THIS SEARCH 
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ENTER THE TABLE WITH THE PREVIOUS POD OR CUMULATIVE POD ON THE LEFT AND THE POD FOR THIS SEARCH ON 
THE TOP. READ THE NEW CUMULATIVE POD AT THE ROW AND COLUMN INTERSECTION. 
RECOMMENDATIONS FROM POD RESEARCH SUGGEST THAT ONCE YOU REACH THE SHADED AREA THRESHOLD, AND 
THERE ARE OTHER AREAS TO LOOK AT, CONCENTRATE IN THE OTHER AREAS. THE INCREASED THOROUGHNESS 
FACTOR IS NOT WORTH THE SEARCHER HOURS 
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